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Extract

IN the interior of Africa, in the high region of the Portuguese colony of Angola, in localities
lying at an altitude of from 3,000—4,000 feet, where the soil consists of a thick layer of sand,
clearly derived from the disintegration of the underlying sandstones, one constantly meets with
peculiar and interesting out-crops of iron ore in the form of brown ironstone (limonite) of a
spongy texture. This brown ironstone has in some places a greyish metallic colour, in places a
reddish-brown, brown, brownish-yellow, or other tint characteristic of this hydrated iron oxide,
but in structure it is different from all other varieties of this kind of iron ore. The entire mass is
full of irregular cavities exactly like those in an ordinary toilet sponge or in pumices, and gives
the impression of a ferruginous mass inflated with gases. It also recalls the unforged iron
produced in the old-fashioned methods of “burning out” metallic iron direct from the ore used by
ancient metallurgists.
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3ameTKa 0 ry04aTOM KeJIe3HAKE U3 AHI0JIbI

Boigepikka u3 Tekcra

B ry6une Adpuku, B BBICOKOTOPHOM paiOHE MOPTYrajdbCKOW KOJIOHWW AHTOja, B MECTax,
pacnionokeHHbIX Ha BbicoTax oT 3000 mo 4000 ¢yToB, re mouBa COCTOUT U3 TOJCTOTO CIIOS
Mecka, $SBHO 0O0pa30BaBUIETOCS B pe3ylbTaTe pa3pyLICHUS HUXKEJIeKallUX MEeCYaHUKOB,
MOCTOSIHHO BCTPEYAIOTCS CBOEOOpA3Hble M WHTEPECHbIE OOHAKEHUS JKEJIE3HOM pyAbl B BHUJE
Oyporo >kene3HsKa (JJTMMOHUTA) Ty04aTOW TEKCTYPhl. DTOT KOPUYHEBBIH KEJIC3HSAK B HEKOTOPHIX
MecTaX MMEET CEepOBAaTO-METAUIMYECKUH  IIBET, MECTaMU  KpacHOBATO-KOPUYHEBBIM,
KOPUYHEBBIM, KOPUYHEBATO-KENTHIA WM JPYrod OTTEHOK, XapaKTEpHBIM ISl  3TOro
TUAPATUPOBAHHOIO OKCHJAa JKeje3a, HO II0 CTPYKType OH OTJIMYaeTCs OT BCEX JPYrux
Pa3HOBHIHOCTEM ATOTO BUJIA KEJIE3HOU pybl. Besa Macca 3amosiHeHa MOJOCTIMH HENPaBUILHON
(GopMBI, TOYHO TAaKUMHU XKe, KaK B OOBIYHOM TyasleTHOW ryOKe MM B NeM3€, U NPOU3BOAUT
BIIEYATIICHUE B3yTOM razamu xeje3ucToil Macchl. OT4acTH Tak)Ke HAIIOMHUHAET O HEKOBAaHHOM
xKene3e, KaKOBOE IMOJydald IPEBHUE METAJUIYPIH METOIOM «BBDKUTAHUS» METaLTUYECKOTro
JKeJe3a HeMOCPEACTBEHHO U3 PY/IbL.
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In the tropical zone, a very important part is played by termites. Nazaroff (1931) was the first to
notice their role in the formation of laterites. Erhart (1951) has shown the association of their
fossil nests with the tropical soils of Africa. The present-day habitat of tropical termites is
widespread (from the forest to the desert). They have acted both as agents of diagenesis and as
transporters (for example, by incorporating grains of quartz in ironstone layers). Chemically,
they assist the passage upwards of lime and phosphoric acid (Bouyer, 1949). Mechanically, they
loosen the soil and render it more suitable for the formation of concretionary ironstone layers.
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